
Joanna Marie Gorwitz
March 30, 1962 - April 4, 2022

Wow! What a life! The glass was always half full for Joanna! She may have
left us because of an insidious disease, but she is leaving with a laugh and a
smile. Joanna always had a smile, for everyone. That’s what you should
remember about Joanna, those smiles along with heartfelt greetings to
everyone—she was always making new friends. And her hugs—her embraces
were strong and unreserved. If you had her as a friend, you had a friend for
life. And many of those friends became as close and enduring as family. She
had a wonderful life. She got to travel to see the world. She saw the most
beautiful parts of the world, like the Amalfi coast in Italy. Joanna lived
overseas, including Austria, Belgium, and her beloved Italy. She also saw the
not so beautiful parts of the world, when she deployed with the military and
other “friends”. What mattered were the people she met, the friends she made
all over the world, her kindness, compassion for others, and the memories all
who knew her will carry with them. She spoke Italian, Neapolitan, German,
and a few other languages she picked up along the way so that she could say
hello and make friends everywhere and anywhere. And the dogs. Every dog
she met loved her and she felt the same. She certainly spoke their language!
Dogs recognized her for her loving, kind, and assured ways with them. She
took care of the unsure, shy, and scared dogs at rescue events so much so
that she was called a dog whisperer. Joanna took great pride in being handed
a nervous and skittish puppy and turning that puppy into a confident and
loving companion for a family. Rescue dogs were the ones rescuing the



people who adopted them, and she saw to it that every dog could have a
forever family. 

 

She was absolutely devoted to her soulmate and partner Kenneth David
Keiser for 38 years. What a party there will be when Joanna sees Ken again
in heaven. Joanna Gorwitz is survived by her partner Kenneth David Keiser.
Her brother David Kall Gorwitz and wife Ann Rhodes Gorwitz of Yorktown,
Virgina; Nephew Brian David Gorwitz of Montana; Niece Ann Mixon Miller and
husband Noah Zachary Miller of Huntsville, Alabama; Nephew ETN3 Henry
Kall Mixon of Charleston, South Carolina and her adopted “sister” Susan Pee
Mixon, of Kosciusko, MS. She treasured and loved with all her heart and soul
her family and dearest partner that she leaves behind. She cherishes all her
friends that became her family of the heart, “famiglia del cuore”. There will not
be a memorial service held at this time.
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Kimberly Phelps Seaman - January 27, 2024 at 02:24 PM

May her memory be a blessing. Such a caring and loving person
who will never be forgotten.

Kimberly Phelps Seaman - January 27, 2024 at 02:16 PM

I just learned of Joanna's passing. Unfortunately we had lost contact
awhile back and I could not get in touch with her. She was such a
sweet and caring friend during high school, college and post college
too. She was a lovely bridesmaid in my wedding. She was super
smart and kind, especially when I needed cheering up the most.
Learning of her passing really saddens my heart. Condolences to
her loving family.

Love, Your APL & QCM family - April 11, 2022 at 01:24 PM

Perhaps the universe needs its angels back sooner than we are
ready to part with them Joanna was so loved. We will always
celebrate her life & spirit.

Kenneth David Keiser - April 08, 2022 at 09:24 AM

Joanna Marie Gorwitz

Michelle Bergondy - April 06, 2022 at 07:18 PM

Joanna was one of God's most sweet and beautiful angels. Joanna:
you'll be missed. May you rest in peace. Love you!
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James Peacock - April 06, 2022 at 02:52 PM

You are with a sweet lady now. Hope they have a Starbucks in
Heaven

James Peacock - April 06, 2022 at 02:44 PM

I have lost my best friend. Many trips while we were in Italy. Joanna
will always be in my heart

Kenneth David Keiser - April 06, 2022 at 01:14 PM

Joanna and her Italian sister Maria

Kenneth David Keiser - April 06, 2022 at 09:43 AM

Joanna and her Mom, Naples New Years 2000

Kenneth David Keiser - April 05, 2022 at 12:44 PM

Joanna and Ken at her family home in Alexandria, VA years ago

A Memorial Tree was planted for Joanna Marie Gorwitz - April 05, 2022 at 11:03
AM

We are deeply sorry for your loss ~ Simplicity Cremation & Funeral
Services


