Jane T. Bowman
April 7, 1930 - November 3, 2018

The Life and Loves of Jane Twiford Bowman Mary Jane Twiford Bowman was
born Mary Jane Twiford in Elizabeth City, near the Outer Banks of North
Carolina on April 7, 1930. She was the middle of 7 children of Elisha Lundy
Twiford and Mamie Hasket Crain. She met John Alfred Bowman in the
summer 1953 in Elizabeth City, NC when they went on a blind date to the dog
races. They were married that December and stayed in Elizabeth City while
John finished up his service in the Coast Guard. Their daughters, Cindy and
Wendy, were born in the first two years of marriage which kept Jane very busy
having two children just a year apart in age. They enjoyed living 13 years in
Raleigh, NC, while John completed his degree in electrical engineering at NC
State and then moved to Oxon Hill, MD for his position at Naval Research
Laboratory. They moved to Chesapeake, MD in 2007 and have enjoyed the
closeness, dedication and love of Cindy, Rick, Julie and Meredith who lived 10
minutes away. They were delighted to find a new family of faith at Friendship
UMC in Friendship, MD and now at Asbury Solomons. Jane was always
active in her church and community and she made a lasting impact wherever
she served. During their 13 years in Raleigh, she was a Girl Scout leader as
well as children’s choir mom and altar guild member at Christ Episcopal
Church. For over 40 years she served the Ft Washington MD area with her
dedicated work at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Broadcreek, MD. She worked
with the Accokeek Health Council in addition to help establish the first Food
Pantry at St. John’s. She worked tirelessly for St. John’s Country Fair, Antique



Table and the Women of Wonder Tea. Her greatest love was serving on the
altar guild where she met and kept friends for life. She and John enjoyed
square dancing and passed that love on to their daughters. Their square
dance club, Pike Promenaders, have enjoyed getting together for over 40
years. Her daughters have always kept her very busy, whether she was
raising them in her beautiful, devoted way or helping out with her beloved
grandchildren; Julie Ann Herndon, Meredith Lynn Herndon, Justin David
Russel and Luke Bowman Russel. She even got to spend a little time with her
great-granddaughters, Mackenzie Shae Russel and Aria Jane Russel. She
loved her many nieces and nephews as well as her siblings David, Zula Mae,
Ann, Wilson and Ramona and made visiting them a priority. She was devoted
to her husband and wherever John was, Jane was at his side. Jane was a
great listener, not only to conversations but also to concerts and church
services. Her family is full of musicians and she stayed active behind the
scenes and in the audience. Wherever her family was, she was there, quietly
supporting them with her trademark gracious hospitality. Her actions have
always spoken louder than her words and she lived out her faith quietly, with
unwavering dedication. She was truly the hands of feet of Christ in this world
to more people than we will ever know.
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| first met John and Jane Bowman when | began attending the
combined youth fellowship meetings sponsored by three local
churches in Oxon Hill / Fort Washington. John was a youth
fellowship leader. | was a deeply traumatized girl with a deeply
passionate love for the Lord Jesus Christ. | was also homeless.
John and Jane offered me a home with them if | would agree to go
to college. They could not have imagined they were an absolute
answer to my prayers. | lived with the Bowman family for several
years and had many opportunities to witness their family life and
relationships. | was often with Jane and had occasion to observe
her life from a unique perspective. To me, she was the epitome of
homemaker and mother. She was absolutely devoted to creating a
consistent, stable sanctuary where her family could grow and
blossom. Her presence seemed to have power to anchor her
children while also giving them confidence to reach to the stars. She
also served her community with unfailing faithfulness. As a
bewildered young woman who existed in survival mode, this was all
beautiful to be around; beautiful to witness. | was deeply impacted
by what | saw lived out daily in this lovely family circle.\n\nLife has
taken me a long way from those days, but | will forever give glory to
Almighty God for the kindness He showed me in allowing me to find
a place of refuge among these exceptional people.\n\nJane's life
was instructive and inspiring. I'm sure she is very deeply missed.
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