Donald Nelson Molander

July 18, 1925 - December 18, 2017

Baltimore, Maryland — Donald Nelson Molander, 92, passed away on
December 18, 2017 at Augsburg Lutheran Home and Village in Baltimore,
MD. Ethelyn (Smith), his devoted wife of 67 years, survives him.

Born in Brockton, MA on July 18, 1925, Donald was the son of John and Olga
(Nelson) Molander of North Easton, MA. He was a graduate of Oliver Ames
High School, class of 1943. He attended Tufts College in Medford, MA, and
enlisted in the U.S. Navy and a became a pilot.

On June 10, 1950, Donald and Ethelyn were married. Donald completed his
Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from Tufts College,
graduating the day after they were wed. He worked for the U.S. Navy as a civil
engineer and was a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy Reserve. He was named the
First Naval District “Engineer of the Year” in 1965. He later became a
construction project manager in the private sector, and then a resident
engineer at the Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, DC, retiring in 1990.

He and Ethelyn began raising their five children in North Easton, MA. The
family spent summers at their “camp” at Bates Pond Shores in Carver, MA.
Later, the Molander family moved to Carol Stream, IL, and then to Millersville,
MD, where Donald and Ethelyn lived for thirty years. In 2007, they became
residents of Augsburg Lutheran Home and Village in Baltimore, MD.



Donald loved his family; his daughter the late Donalyn Spada and her
husband James, of New Milford, CT, his son John and his wife Carol of
Marion, MA, his daughter Laurie Faklis and her husband Nicholas of Palos
Park, IL, his son William and his wife Lori of Medina, OH and his daughter Mia
Karen Burch and her husband Greg of New Milford, CT. He was proud of his
seventeen grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

Always active in the Lutheran church, Donald was a member of Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church in North Easton, MA, St. Andrew Lutheran Church in West
Chicago, IL, and Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Millersville, MD. After
retirement, he enjoyed volunteering at church events, reading, traveling
around the country with his wife, and painting in acrylic and watercolor.

A memorial service to honor Donald will be held at 2pm on Sunday, March 18,
2018 in the Worship and Community Life Center at Augsburg Lutheran Home
and Village, 6811 Campfield Road, Baltimore, MD 21207. His final resting
place will be at the Veterans Cemetery in Crownsville, MD.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Donald’s memory can be made to Augsburg
Lutheran Home and Village, 6811 Campfield Road, Baltimore, MD 21207.
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Donald Nelson Molander

Funeral Home Owner - December 12, 2019 at 11:22 AM

Don lived a long, successful and happy life. He was a wonderful
father-in-law to me, always kind, loving and caring. A favorite family
story that we often tell is that Don helped to begin my life! Living in
my Aunt Florence's neighborhood in North Easton, he was available
to drive my mother to the hospital when she went into labor with me.
Mom had been visiting Florence at the time, and Florence was
frightened to drive her during the raging February snowstorm, which
was going on. Don was called to the rescue, and got my mom to the
Brockton Hospital safely. So you see, he was quite a special man to
me right from my \"delivery\"! Our family had many, many great
times with Don and Ethelyn over the years when they drove from
Maryland to visit. We enjoyed family dinners, birthday parties,
concerts, July 4th parades and fireworks, lobster lunches, and
swims at the beach. Don was always eager to join in with whatever
we had planned with a big smile. Our family will miss him. | know he
was at peace knowing he was loved by so many, especially his
devoted wife, Ethelyn, and content with the life he lead. I love you,
Dad.

Carol Molander - January 12, 2018 at 08:38 PM



