
Danny Ray Poling
February 1, 1956 - June 25, 2022

Danny Ray Poling, 66, of Pasadena, MD, passed away at his home on
Saturday, June, 25, 2022 with his wife by his side. 

 

He was born February 1, 1956 in Elkins, WV and was the eldest son of the
late Kenneth Earl Poling and Norma Mae (Sturdivant) Poling. At a young age
his family relocated from West Virginia to Arnold, Maryland where he was
raised. His father worked as a civilian employee at the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis and his mother was a homemaker. 

 

Danny told stories often of his childhood and the old farmhouse where he
grew up. He remembered his mother heating water on the stove for baths and
it was so drafty inside that the curtains would move on a windy day. He had
not so fond memories of mowing the two plus acres with a 19” push mower
and helping till the very large vegetable garden with just a shovel. In the winter
he would help his father chop and sell firewood. In the summer they sold
tomatoes. Danny mowed lawns and his father worked on people’s cars to help
make ends meet. Hard work had been instilled in Danny by his father. 

 

He attended Severna Park High School and was a member of the Class of
1973. He had always wanted to be an architect but life took him down a
different path. At age 14 he had been introduced to bricklaying by a neighbor.
After his father’s passing when he was 16, he got a job in the masonry field to



help support his family. He chose to be a mason, an ancient, noble profession
and he knew what he was getting himself into; really hard work. His
professional masonry career spanned nearly five decades. 

 

At the age of 28, with a wife and 3 young children, Danny became the
President and Owner of Poling & Sons Construction Company, Inc., the
business that he would own and operate for many years. He was a member of
the Home Builders Association of Maryland and the National Association of
Home Builders. He was involved in the construction of thousands of
residential and commercial properties over the years and did extensive work
for Consolidated Homes in Columbia, MD. His masonry peers considered him
an expert in the construction of fireplaces and chimneys and he was consulted
often regarding that process. 

 

Danny was one of the hardest working men you would ever meet. His first
paycheck came at 15, his first apartment at 17. He worked multiple jobs if
necessary to pay the bills and put food on the table. His work ethic was
impeccable and he was never afraid to get dusty and dirty. He was
unwavering regarding his responsibilities and was not likely to be late for
anything, ever! It is said that hard work spotlights the character in a man;
some turn up their sleeves, some turn up their noses and some just don’t
show up - Danny Poling always showed up. 

 

Danny was a loving husband, father, grandfather and brother. He loved his
family and passed on some of the characteristics that had defined him in life.
He was elated that he lived to be old enough to be around when his
grandchildren were born and to be able to watch them grow; something that
his own father never really had the chance to do. 

 

He had a great personality and was happiest spending quiet time at home
with his wife, family, friends and neighbors. He loved telling jokes and making



people laugh. He had a knack for running into someone that he knew, almost
everywhere he went. He would strike up a conversation with almost anyone
that would listen. His hobbies included buying and restoring classic cars,
remodeling his home, antiquing, traveling and growing some of the biggest
tomato plants that you’ve ever seen. He really enjoyed sharing his tomato
harvest every summer with his friends and neighbors, for him it brought back
childhood memories. Danny was never able to complete his bucket list but in
the end he was content with all that he had accomplished in his life. 

 

His profession had taken its toll on his body and his lower back paid the
ultimate price. It was during testing regarding treatment options for his back
that his lung cancer was diagnosed in early 2019. He fought a valiant fight for
more than three years and said that he would never lose the battle with
cancer because it was going to die with him and that would make it a tie. In
the end they said he didn’t suffer, he’s finally at rest and he’s finally at peace. 

 

Danny had told his wife, “When my time comes - remember I don’t want a
funeral, no funeral homes and no viewings, it’s just a waste of money. Promise
me that you won’t let anyone see me after I’m gone. I just want to be
cremated and then you can put me up on the mantel. You don’t even need to
put an obituary in the newspaper, no big announcements, nobody needs to
know, just tell people something simple like Danny is gone. Not he kicked the
bucket, not he’s in a better place and not he’s missing, just simply he’s gone”. 

 

He hoped that anyone that remembered him could do so with a smile,
because if a thought of him could make you smile, then he had succeeded
and he would live on. For those that didn’t know him or remember him, he
hoped that they might smile too. 

 

Danny’s family and friends loved him dearly, are better for having had him in



their lives and will miss him greatly. His father would have been so proud of
the man he became. 

 

In addition to his parents, Danny was predeceased by his baby sister, Katrina
Marie Bodkin (David). 

 

Danny is survived by his loving, devoted wife of 27 years, Patricia Poling, son,
Nicholas Poling (Nicole) of Pasadena, MD, son, Kevin Poling (Courtney) of
Glen Burnie, MD, daughter, Lindsay Grimes of Pasadena, MD, step-daughter,
Jennifer Lowry (Mark) of Greenville, SC, step-son, Michael Llewellyn of
Pasadena, MD and seven grandchildren; Sagin, Mackenzi, Chloe, Aiden,
Jackson, Sawyer and Knox. He is also survived by his older sister, Peggy Jo
Perrigoy (Dwayne) of Glen Burnie, MD, younger brother, Jeffrey Lynn Poling
(Ruth) of Coalton, WV, numerous nieces and nephews, a host of other
relatives and long-time friends and his former wife, the mother of his children,
Robin Reinke. 

 

In addition to those previously listed, Danny is also survived by his beautiful
Golden Retriever, Macswell Murphy McCrae, the “best dog I ever had”. Their
friendship spanned more than 10 years and “Macs” mourns his loss with all of
us. 

 

A private Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
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Cathy Miller & Pudge - July 20, 2022 at 10:27 AM

With caring thoughts, we are so sorry to hear of Danny's passing.
Patti, we hope and pray that each day brings peace to the hearts of
the family.

Roland - June 30, 2022 at 08:06 PM

I first remember meeting Danny back in 1996 and seeing him as a
warm, kind and gentle soul that I came to appreciate was his true
nature. I remember him building an impressive playground swing
and sliding board set for the grandkids he really enjoyed. Through
the years he was always a kind soul that was cherished then and
remembered now by all who knew him. God rest your soul Danny.

Barb Taylor - June 29, 2022 at 07:36 PM

Dear Patti, so very sorry for your loss. Darrell & I enjoyed meeting
Danny at the family reunion a few years ago. Wish we could have
gotten to know him better & visit with you. Will keep you in our
thoughts and prayers. Love, Barb Taylor

Eric Sherrod - June 29, 2022 at 12:56 PM

Danny name me Smoke when I walk the dogs for the last 21 years.
I would stop by and talk about the Neighborhood and life he offer
me a beer you owe me
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Dedi Stewart - June 29, 2022 at 12:50 PM

Patty and family I am so sorry to hear of Danny's passing . I
remember him from the Stewart reunion a few years ago and
seemed to be such a kind person. Keeping you all in my thoughts
and prayers 

Nancy Moore - June 29, 2022 at 10:35 AM

Patti and family, We are so sad to hear about Danny’s passing.
Though we never got to know him well, he was obviously very in
love with you and made you happy. We are sorry that we cannot be
with you now, but please know that we keep you in our prayers. May
God hold and comfort you now and always. Nancy and Dave

Jessica Shinault - June 29, 2022 at 08:27 AM

Danny will greatly missed. He was a great guy and loved by many
and especially loved his wife patty. He was a jokester and always
had a good one to tell. Wish I could have came to visit 4th of July
and had some of the great cooking with you . You loved patty's
cooking that's for sure. (Well we all do) Until we cross paths again.
Love Georgia

Chris Aston - June 28, 2022 at 10:02 PM

Patty, Our sincerest condolences to you and your family. You
introduced us to Danny, all those years ago and with his vision,
advice, hard work and colorful vocabulary, he turned our ideas into
realities! His talent was inspiring. I learned alot, just from watching
and talking with him. Danny will never leave us. All we have to do, is
look outside and see all of his wonderful creations. All you have to
do, is look into your heart. Sincerely, Chris and Karen Aston
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Margie (Poling) Bennett - June 28, 2022 at 06:49 PM

Jeff, peggie, and family, I'm so sorry for your loss. May God comfort
you all. Love and prayers

Kathy - June 27, 2022 at 07:35 PM

I will truly miss Mr.Danny, he was a patient but became a friend
along with Mrs.Patty. They are truly great people. I now how the
best tomatoes because of Mr. Danny sharing his secret to grow
tomatoes. Rest Easy Mr. Danny, I will always have a special spot in
my heart for you. My condolences to the family Love Kathy

Michael Llewellyn - June 27, 2022 at 02:37 PM

I do miss him as a step-dad for a very long time and I did cry he was
like a real dad to me. I will miss him every day. Love Mike

Bill Vance - June 26, 2022 at 07:58 PM

So sad a great friend and neighbor for 32 years he will be missed .
Our condolences to the family.? Bill and Jeanne vance

Dewain mersing - June 26, 2022 at 04:26 PM

Danny Ray Poling
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A Memorial Tree was planted for Danny Ray Poling - June 26, 2022 at 12:10 PM

We are deeply sorry for your loss ~ Simplicity Cremation & Funeral
Services


